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HELPING CHILDREN BEAT CANCER

FUNDRAISER KIT 
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Dear supporter, 

We are grateful and excited about your decision to join Gift of Life as a 
volunteer fundraiser. This handy fundraiser kit is for you to stay informed and 
all set for your campaign at JustGiving.com. Time is precious, so in order to 
avoid delays and misunderstandings we strongly recommend you read through 
this kit and check JustGiving.com for tips and inspiration. 
5ƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŘǊƻǇ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ 
will enjoy your fundraising experience with us and JustGiving.com.   

Yours faithfully,
The Gift of Life team

www.giftoflife.eu

Welcome to Gift of 
Life! 

And now on to the kit. On the next few pages you will find the following 
information on Gift of Life:

ÅWho we are: about Gift of Life

ÅWhat we do: our main projects 

ÅHow you can help: fundraising for us at JustGiving.com

ÅWhat else you can do: giving single or regular donations, raising funds 
offline, volunteering with us and spreading the word 

ÅDepositing your donation: ways to send funds online and offline

ÅHow to stay in touch: Gift of Life on social media and our contacts

http://giftoflife.eu/
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GIFT OF LIFE IS A UK CHARITY FOUNDATION 
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 

We were brought to life in March 2011 as a sister charity to PodariZhizn, one 
of the major non-profit foundations in Russia. Every year, PodariZhiznhelps 
over 4,500 children diagnosed with cancer and oncological and hematological 
diseases, such as leukaemiaΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
cancer. 

Gift of Life proudly supports Podari½ƘƛȊƴΩǎinternational programmesfor 
making sure that dozens of young cancer patients in Russian hospitals have 
access to life-saving medications, surgeries, and bone marrow transplant 
treatments. Our charity is also active in campaigning for the development of 
medical facilities and better access to life-saving treatments and medicines in 
Russia. 

Thanks to people like you, since March 2011 Gift of Life hasbeen steadily 
growing and has managed to become a reputable and well-established British 
charity with a Russian heritage. 

We are constantly improving ways of collecting funds through our own charity 
events, partnership projects and volunteer fundraising initiatives. Gift of Life 
helps over 50 children, teenagers and young adults with life-threatening 
diseases every year. Our ultimate aim is to fulfill all the requests we receive 
from families of ill children throughout the year. In order to be able to do this, 
we need to raise 3 million pounds a year. This is a big challenge and a great 
inspiration at the same time. Having you among our supporters is very 
reassuring. 

The sky is the limit when we work together!     

Who we are

Gift of Life, registered charity in England and Wales (1140638). A company limited 
by guarantee. Registered company in England and Wales (7471547). Registered 
office: 2 Putney Hill, London, SW15 6AB
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Our vision: Cancer can kill, so children and their parents 
have to receive practical and financial support when 
dealing with such an ordeal.  

We believe that cancer is curable. Even in its most aggressive 
forms, cancer shows a better ratio of cured cases in 
developed countries. There is vast room for improvement in 
Russia, but with better access to timely treatment the 
statistics are certain to improve.  

People are willing to help. To keep up with growing demand 
we invest time and talent in ongoing relationships with our 
donors. We make use of proven fundraising techniques and 
also develop money-raising activities which are relatively 
new to us, including volunteer fundraising at JustGiving.com.
We spend wisely and use your precious donations with care. 
With only two paid employees, we manage to keep high 
administrative expenses at bay. All Gift of Life charity events 
are sponsored, which ensures that all proceeds from ticket 
sales go towards buying medicines. 

Work ethics are key.We rely on expert medical conclusions 
made by PodariZhizndoctors, who treat each case 
competently and in line with the highest standards. After 
careful medical review, approved cases are studied by the 
Gift of Life Trustees and Directors. Finally, cases which pass 
this two-stage review are assigned funding, and payments 
for necessary medications, surgeries and vital treatments are 
made. 

What we do

DLC¢ hC [LC9Ω{ 
MISSION: 
ά²9 HELP 
CHILDREN 
RECEIVE 
TREATMENT, 
AND HELP 
DOCTORS TO 
DL±9 L¢έΦ 

http://giftoflife.eu/about-us/trustees/
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What we are dealing with daily

GIFT OF LIFE WORKS HARD TO 
MAKE SURE RUSSIAN CHILDREN 
AFFECTED BY ONCOLOGICAL AND 
HEMATOLOGICAL DISEASES GET 
ACCESS TO TIMELY TREATMENT 
AND MEDICAL SUPPORT. 

AT THE MOMENT WE ARE 
RUNNING THREE MAIN PROJECTS:

Å Medications ςthe purchase of expensive medications 
such as Erwinase, most of which are unregistered in 
Russia; 

Å International specialists ςpayments for remote 
consultations with international experts, double-
checking test results in foreign labs, surgeries performed 
by renowned European doctors at Russian clinics, 
helping Russian doctors take part in international 
medical conferences and symposiums, and other 
professional education expenses aimed at improving 
their qualifications. This project also includes the costs 
of occasional treatments received by our patients at 
international clinics. Our charity mainly supports and 
pays for the development of medical help at Russian 
hospitals, but sometimes ill children need to be sent 
abroad for therapy and treatments completely 
unavailable in Russia; 

Å Treatments ςcostly life-saving procedures, particularly 
bone marrow transplants. 
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What we are dealing with daily

As a part of our international programmesfor PodariZhizn, we regularly buy highly effective 
medicationssuch as Erwinase, Foscavirand Atriancein the UK and Europe, and send them 
directly to children in Russianhospitals. This is where we use most of our funds throughout the 
year. Like most requirements for treating cancer, Erwinaseis staggeringly expensive. A pack of 
ŦƛǾŜ Ǿƛŀƭǎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻоΣлллΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ мр ǇŀŎƪǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ϻпрΣллл 
per child. A sky-high price even for the UK, to say nothing of Russian standards.

Another regular cost we cover is fees for medical consultations and vital surgeries performed in 
Russia by leading European doctors. A standard operation performed by a renowned German 
ƻƴŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊƎŜƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ϻпΣлллΦ !ŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ǿƛǎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
you can clearly see that the final costs would be unmanageable to repay for a typical Russian 
family.    

Last but definitely not least, Gift of Lifefinancially supports cases where there is urgent 
need for a bone marrow transplant. In practice, a bonemarrow transplant is the last hope for 
patients when pharmaceuticals, surgery, chemotherapy and radiationǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘΦ 
Luckily, most patients havea matching donor within the family. But for about 40 Russian children 
a year, a bone marrow donor must be searched for outside of the country in regions like Europe, 
the States and Asia. There is absolutely no way around this because a registry of bone marrow 
donors does not exist in Russia. To find donors, Gift of Life works closely with the Stefan Morsch
Foundation, one of 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎƭŀǊƎŜǎǘbone marrow donor registries.A typical total cost for a bone 
marrow transplant is in the region of £12,000. But rarer cases require considerably bigger 
spending, up to £24,000 for a donor eventually foundin Japan for one of Gift of [ƛŦŜΩǎyoung 
patients.

Considering the above-mentioned costs and the tight limits of public medicine in Russia, many 
wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΣ DƛŦǘ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
patients futures full of hope, confidence and joy.

http://giftoflife.eu/projects/foreign-medicines/
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FUNDRAISING FOR US AT JUSTGIVING.COM

Raising funds for Gift of Life at JustGiving.com is easy, convenient and can be good fun. If you are 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ LǘΩǎ 
good to know that our fundraisers are well-organised people with passion at heart! If a clear 
understanding of how exactly to raise money for us is nowhere in sight, think a bit about what 
really pulls your stings. Nothing contributes to success like passion, so do follow yours. 

Reportedly, sports campaigns are on the rise at JustGiving.com, with charity runs beating all 
competition. A campaign for running attracts £360 on average, whereas completing a more 
demanding triathlon distance draws in twice as much ς£740. This leads to a simple conclusion: 
you either do something big and challenging like a super-marathon or an Everest climb once in a 
ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎǳǇŎŀƪŜ ōŀƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ 
embrace this challenge!      

Setting the right target is really important. Although you have the option of going without a 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ŀ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎǇƛǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ 
high but manageable targets.

Every campaign, no matter how big or small, will benefit from good storytelling and multichannel 
promotion. We strongly recommend that you take your time completing your Fundraising page. 
Think of what would encourage your supporters to get involved and donate, and present your 
story in a friendly, likable manner. Remember that good humour, striking images and relevant 
figures sell really well. Having the right content is only part of the game. Decide how to promote 
it at the very beginning so you can come up with a schedule for your very own ad and PR 
ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ Lǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƎƭŀƳƻǊƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ CǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
we advocate an inclusive approach: share your campaign across all the social media you and your 
target audience are using (we bet on Facebook turning out to be the most popular) and send it 
through your mailing list.   

As a source of advice and ideas, JustGiving.com helps a lot. You can start discovering their tips on 
successful fundraising. 

How you can help

https://help.justgiving.com/hc/en-us/sections/200208721-Boost-your-fundraising
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How you can help

THE OPTIONS ARE MANY. 
CHECK IF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 

APPEALS TO YOU AND 
THE PEOPLE YOU KNOW

Book sale

ά²ŜŀǊ ŘŜƴƛƳέ Řŀȅ

Sports competitions 
and tournaments

Bake sale (cupcakes 
and muffins tend to 
be the most popular 
varieties)

Sponsored 
walk or run

Swear box

Walk or run for 
5K or 10K 

Office party

Afternoon tea 
with home-
baked treats

Team sports 
competition

Casual dress or 
pyjamaday

Karaoke 
night

Birthday party with 
donations instead of 
presents

Family anniversaries 
and celebrations

Shave your head or 
grow a beard as a 
personal challenge

Movie night in with 
home-made pizza 
and popcorn

Sports challenges of any sort, 
such as swimming across 
local rivers or cycling from 
London to the middle of 
nowhere 

At 
Work

At 
Scho

ol

With 
Friends 

and 
Family


